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common tire. Brass or bronze may be melted in a sand crucible in a coal lire, having a good draught. In small quantities it may be melted in the gas furnance described elsewhere in this chapter. A little borax should be placed in the crucible as a flux,
MAKING CARBON RODS AND  1'LATES.
Carbon rods and plates of the finest quality can be made economically only by the use of expensive machinery and
FKJ. 669.
Moulding Carbon Plates.
apparatus, such as pulverizing- mills, hydraulic presses, and retorts or ovens ; but the amateur, without a great deal of trouble, and with very little expense, can make carbon plates and rods which will answer a good purpose. The materials required are coke, wheat flour, molasses or sirup, and water, The tools consist of a few moulds, a trowel or its equivalent for forcing the carbon mixture into flat moulds, tubes to be used as moulds for carbon rods, and ramrods for condensing the material in the tubes and forcing; it out, and an iron mortar or some other device for reducing the coke to powder.                                     * *.**                *
